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While you are learning about literature, theory, film and adaptation studies you may not be 
considering how your work on these topics will help you in your career after graduation.  
 
However, studying English teaches a range of transferable skills that make English 
graduates extremely employable and sought after in the workplace. Humanities students 
often go on to forge successful careers in a range of industries, including those that you 
might not immediately associate with English and the Humanities.   
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• Oscar winning director <*+4+#!<:&+%;+,$ learnt the art of storytelling by studying English 

at university. 
• The former CEO of the A-%*!/&'#+5!B19:-#5 specialised in English and theatre at 

university. 
• C11$%+!+9:%15'!DEFFF8
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• Sourcing relevant information. 
• Compiling diverse information to create a coherent document. 
• Recognising the most important information. 
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• The ability to recognise your strengths. 
• Approaching situations in multiple different ways. 
• Using research to make informed decisions and construct persuasive arguments. 
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• The ability to express your ideas and thoughts clearly and coherently. 
• Creating and sustaining arguments. 
• Correct use of grammar and an overall good standard of written communication. 
• The ability to think and express your ideas creatively. 
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• The ability to set yourself tasks and complete them before deadlines. 
• Self-motivation. 
• Note-taking and the ability to recognise the most important information in a 

discussion. 
 
">&*&#$!'=&%%'M!

• The ability to recognise the most important aspects of your argument. 
• The ability to omit information that does not strengthen your work. 
• Excellent proofreading skills. 

 
 
Whatever career you choose after graduation, the skills you develop during your English 
Literature degree at DMU will be vital. The ability to communicate effectively and push ideas 
in a creative way are unique skills that are well sought after in the workplace.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 


